bardy. All that is definitely known is that for two thousand
years men have cultivated male poplars."
"Two thousand?'' remarked Professor Kern ironically.
"People are always exaggerating! In the time of Pliny the
Elder, there were no pyramidal poplars at all in Italy. And
they found their way into France only yesterday, one might
say, only in 1749. Later, Napoleon the conqueror had them
planted along the roads of Europe. And that is how they
spread."
Professor Curdiani, however, had heard nothing about
Bonaparte's weakness for poplar trees.
"In Georgia," he remarked imperturbably, "only female
specimens of the pyramidal poplar are met with."
This remark was parried by Professor S. V. Myaso-
yedov, who retorted: "Only male specimens of the pyr-
amidal poplar are known."
It was enough to drive one to despair.
An ancient myth tells us that three goddesses, unable
to agree as to which of them was the most beautiful, appealed
to the handsome youth Paris to judge between them.
Lysenko's assistants, whose heads were in a whirl as a
result of the disagreement among the scientists, appealed
to the Botanical Institute of the Academy of Sciences and
enquired whether there were such things as "lady poplars"
in nature, or not.
"Humph!" the Botanical Institute answered after some
delay. "That's a poser. We would advise youj:o make
enquiries at the Voronezh Agricultural Institute, and at
the Wooded Steppe Station of the Central Black-Earth Re-
gion/'
So they sent an enquiry to Voronezh,
At last the long-expected answer was received. Professor
Kapper regretted to say that he had never seen any female
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